
Heart Research Institute Select Awards and Grants 2022 

 

Arterial Inflammation and Redox Biology 

Dr James Nadel  

Awarded $20,000 by RACP Foundation, 2023 Bushell Travelling Fellowship in Medicine or the Allied 
Sciences, for his project ‘Detection of high-risk atherosclerotic plaque with a novel tropoelastin-
specific PET contrast agent’. 

 

Atherosclerosis and Vascular Remodelling 

Dr Ashish Misra 

Awarded a 2022 Diabetes Australia research grant worth $70,000 for his project ‘Identification of 
molecular and cellular mechanisms linking diabetes with atherosclerosis.’ Read for more info.  

Awarded a $150,000 Heart Foundation Vanguard Grant for his project ‘TGF signalling in 
atherosclerosis: a novel serum biomarker and target of nanomedicine to stabilise unstable plaques’. 
Read for more info. 

 

Cardiometabolic Disease 

Dr Yen Chine Koay 

Awarded a Helen Kirby Donation $50,000 for her project ‘Assessing the outcomes of ketogenic-
based therapies in HFpEF by measuring cardiac respiratory fitness, cardiac function, mitochondrial 
function, and inflammation’. 

Awarded USD$150 for her International Poster Prize at the XXIV World Congress International 
Society for Heart Research (ISHR) 2022, Berlin, Germany. Read for more info.  

 

Cardiovascular Neuroscience 

Dr Melissa Farnham 

Awarded a $25,000 grant by the NSW Cardiovascular Research Network (CVRN) Near Miss Grant 
Program for her project ‘Linking sleep apnoea and cardio-metabolic disease’. Read for more info. 

Awarded a Helen Kirby Donation $50,000 for her project ‘Assessing whether reduced interaction of a 
brain chemical, called PACAP, with its receptor (PAC1) underlies the cardio-metabolic dysfunction 
driving disease and death in OSA’. 

  

https://www.hri.org.au/news/advancing-medical-treatment-for-diabetes-patients-more-likely-to-develop-atherosclerosis
https://www.hri.org.au/news/vanguard-grant-for-dr-ashish-misra-to-propel-nanomedicine
https://www.hri.org.au/news/dr-yen-chin-koay-wins-ishr-international-poster-prize
https://www.hri.org.au/news/why-people-with-sleep-apnoea-develop-high-blood-pressure-and-diabetes


Cardiovascular-protective Signalling and Drug Discovery 

Dr Xuyu Liu 

Awarded an ARC 2022 Discovery Early Career Researcher Award (DECRA) for his research into 
‘Chimeric molecules for precision protein modification’ worth $474,318. 

Awarded a Heart Foundation Vanguard Grant for his project ‘Developing nature-inspired safer 
anticoagulants for adjunctive thrombolytic therapy’ worth $150,000. 

Read for more info on both awards. 

 

PhD Student Ivy Guan 

Received a John A Lamberton Research Scholarship from the School of Chemistry, The University of 
Sydney worth $28,000 per year. 

 

Microvascular Research 

Dr Christopher Stanley 

Awarded $50,162 by the James N. Kirby Foundation for his project ‘Getting to the heart of sepsis’.  
Read for more info. 

Awarded a 2022 Ramaciotti Health Investment Grant worth $99,898 for his project ‘Trp-ing the 
system: Increasing tryptophan metabolism to treat hypertension’. Read for more info. 

 

Thrombosis 

Dr Marc Ellis 

Awarded a $3,000 Travel Grant - THANZ Scientific and Education Trust Travel Grant for his project 
‘GP1b-FilaminA interaction regulates megakaryocyte localization and budding during platelet 
biogenesis’. 

 

Vascular Complications 

Dr Mary Kavurma 

Awarded in collaboration with Professor Gemma Figtree, University of Sydney, $20,000 MRFF 
Frontier Grant for her project ‘TRAIL – a new marker for CAD’. 

 

https://www.hri.org.au/news/decra-and-vanguard-grant-awarded-to-dr-xuyu-liu
https://www.hri.org.au/news/sepsis-research-accelerated-by-james-n-kirby-foundation-grant
https://www.hri.org.au/news/ramaciotti-win-for-dr-chris-stanley
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